ESSENTIAL ARCHITECTURE

Excerpt s from an articl e of the same title written for th e
summe r issue of LAND SCAPE magazine by J. B.
JA CKSON.

o

A return to origins is often an effective cure for an art
form whose creativity shows signs of flagging. It serves to
correct extravagances and to provide new insight and vigor.

o
o

With thi s op ening statement lVIr. Jackson sugges ts it is
tim e for our generation to " undergo the tr eatment. " He
expla ins ho w such a tr eat ment ha s occurred in th e pa st
and what new concep ts ha ve evolved fr om the sea rch,
how unsusp ected re lationships between ar chitectural
form s and natural envir onment have been reve aled. Out
of the 19th century searc h came th e noti on of a " na tur al"
architecture, a th eor y which can he sum med up by saying:

lVIr. Jackson sugges ts that such a new search mi ght avoid
costly erro rs in th e planning of suitable dwellings for
our fast-exp anding population. He ca lls for a new idea
of what constitutes a dwelling,

External factors are the most important ones in the form
and construction-and even the function-of the dwelling ,

Thi s approa ch ha s moti vated man y well design ed hou ses
and co mmunities, but a lat ent dan ger does exist in th e
theor y.

o

o

Forms and Function are little more than responses to the
outside world . .. an exaggerated concern for harmony with
the surroundings leads to interior impoverishment and disorganization .

o

Recent research b y geog r aphers and anthropologists
ha ve reveal ed a complex natural man with an infin ite
varie ty of attitudes toward th e natural env ironment. H owever, an idea common to a ll men is the need for a dwellin g.

The folklore of the house everywhere emphasizes the autonomy, the sanctity, not of the structure as such, but of the
inner space.
It is the interior fa ct or therefore which 0 Determines
the architectural form; the location, the materials chosen
are merely those best adapted to this interior purpose .

o
o

o

What he means by this is not merely a place to lay his head
- a shelter - but a distinct private environment for himself and his group, set off from the rest of the world and
the rest of society . . . a micro-climate or micro-environ ment.

o

As distinguished from what the building industry assumes
it to be.
The chief reason for believing that a return to origins is
essential is not strictly practical. It is simply that contemporary architecture, for all its triumphs in certain fields,
stands in urgent need of fresh ideas and fresh problems.
Painting and sculpture have been repeatedly inspired by the
art of primitive peoples . . . Drama and poetry have not
hesitated to draw on myth and legend.
Architecture dares go no further into the past than to ex amine Art Nouveau or no further afield than the contemporary Japanese house and garden .
And when an art form is threatened by materialism from
without and over-intellectualism within, it can do no better
than to set out to rediscover the timeless human elements
which are basic to it.

- condensation by J. P. C.
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CREGO BLOCK CO., Inc.

A new masonry product ( Hollo wcore)
allowing a double faced wall
with soft shadows and highlights.

6026 Second NW 01 4-3475
Albuquerque, New Mexico
--('f1~-

These blocks meet and surpass
all ASTl'vI and minimum code requirements

Makers of the finest autoclave
products in New Mexico

Building the Greater Southwest . . .
. . . we work with arch itects, consulting engineers, and
general contractors, all the way from planning state to
the finished building. You'll f ind American Marietta prestressed concrete units suitable for beams and slobs in
churches, machine shops, shopping centers, industrial
build ings, schools and residences.

American
Marielfa
Company
Concrete Products Division
Southwest District
2800 Second St. S.W., Albuquerque , New Mexico
Ira B. Miller, District Manage r
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